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#ByronBears        

Dear Parents/Guardians:   
Thank you again for all the support, patience and understanding 
you’ve shown as we’ve come back in person.    The beginning of the 
year provides a wonderful opportunity to review our procedures, 
routines and expectations especially under the current circumstanc-
es.  At school we’ve been teaching, reviewing and reinforcing what 
STAR behavior looks like within our school.  Please be asking your 
children to share with you “What it means to be a STAR”.   
 
As a parent, you are your child’s first and most important teach-
er.  We appreciate the daily conversations you have with your chil-
dren about what it means to be a STAR at school and in our commu-
nity to make our world a better place.  We are looking forward to a 
great year of learning with you.  Please stop by, call or email if you 
have any questions, concerns or to just say hello.  
 
Be A STAR!  
  
Amanda Durnen 
Primary School Principal   

STARS:  S=SHOW RESPECT, T=TEAM WORK, A=ALWAYS TAKE PRIDE, R=RESPONSIBILITY, S=SAFETY 
FIRST.   
 
The focus and objective of the program is to work from a perspective of positivity and reaffirm behaviors we 
want all kids to show. Character and Citizenship are “C’s” within our district Profile of a Graduate.  We be-
lieve behavior should and can be taught and learned so that as our students grow into adults, they make 
choices that positively impact our world to make it a better place.  As parents, you play an instrumental part 
in this as well.   
SAFETY FIRST!:  We care about our kids and work hard to create a safe learning environment for 
everyone.  Whether it’s  wearing masks, practicing social distancing, walking/biking to and from home, 
practicing fire drills, riding the bus or understanding how to handle bullying, our goal is to keep kids 
safe.  We spend a lot of time throughout the year reviewing our health & safety procedures with our stu-
dents and teaching them how to respond the right way.   
TEAMWORK!: We help one another at our schools and expect our student to support each other dai-
ly.  One way in which students can display this character trait is helping students who may be hurt or look-
ing for a friend as they sit on our Buddy Bench.  This bench provides an area for kids to go to should they 
be looking for a “buddy” to play with during recess or in need of some help.  Please be sure to ask your 
child where the BUDDY BENCH is located on their school playground.   
ALWAYS TAKE PRIDE!:  We’re proud be Byron Bears and have great schools to work and learn in each 
day.  We do not take that for granted and work together to take care of it.  To that end, we expect our stu-
dents to do their part and help keep our learning spaces in good working order.  We also expect our stu-
dent to do their personal best each and every day and take pride in the work they complete and submit 
each day.   
RESPONSIBILITY!:  This goal means doing “your job” to the best of your ability.  We expect students to 
come to school with a mindset of “ I can”,  understanding that striving to do their best in all that they do is 
all that we ask.   Throughout the day students have responsibilities that assist in ensuring that our school is 
a great place to learn.  
SHOW RESPECT!:  This goal embraces our unique differences we all share together and underscores 
the importance of manners in all that we say and do.  Manners matter within our school and we want stu-
dents to understand the importance of using them daily.  We expect students to respect others and their 
belongings.  We expect students to say please and thank you. We expect students to treat others how they 
want to be treated.   
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 
Bullying: “Bullying” means intimidating, threatening, abusive, or harming conduct 
that is objectively offensive and, 1. an actual or perceived imbalance of power ex-
ists between the student engaging in the prohibited conduct and the target of the 
prohibited conduct, and the conduct is repeated or forms a pattern; or 2. materially 
and substantially interferes with a student’s educational opportunities or perfor-
mance or ability to participate in school functions or activities or receive school 
benefits, services, or privileges.  
  
 
We emphasize three (3) messages each day. We want students to enjoy school, do 
their best, and be safe. Our goal each and every day is to have ZERO bullying within 
our schools and we work hard to ensure  this happens.  As we visit classrooms we 
discuss what bullying is, who can bully, where it can happen, and most importantly 
what students can do about it.   
 
We share three strategies to use if bullying were to happen to them or a friend:  
 walk away and ignore it 
 tell the bully to stop what they are doing  
 tell/report it to an adult 
 
While we all make mistakes and we know each situation is a teachable moment 
there are consequences for bullying that we review with the students. In addition to 
being visible, throughout the year, students are reminded of this message and the 
importance of not being a “bully” back but to make the problem better rather than 
worse. Our hope is this, along with our “Be A STAR” plan, will rid any bullying that 
may otherwise happen.    
  
If you have any concerns as we move through the year that your son or daughter 
has shared with you, please contact your child’s teacher or administration so we can 
resolve it as soon as possible. Please remember that there is a bullying tip line locat-
ed on our web page if there is a need to report bullying to district administra-
tion. Here are some general warning signs that bullying may be happening that you 
can look out for:  
 
 Comes home with torn, damaged, or missing pieces of clothing, books, or 

other belongings.   
 Frequent headaches or stomach aches, feeling sick, or faking illness, espe-

cially in the mornings.   
 Changes in eating habits.  
 Difficulty sleeping, frequent nightmares, or complaints of headaches.   
 Declining grades, loss of interest in schoolwork, or not wanting to go to 

school.   
 Loss of friends or avoidance of social situations.   
 Feelings of helplessness or decreased self-esteem.   
 Generalized fear.   
 Appears sad.   
 Begins to bully other children.  

 
 
 



 
 
Technology Issues: If students have technology issues while not at school, you 
can call 507-624-0380 and leave a message or file a Help Desk ticket here. 

 

Upcoming Dates 
 

 
October  
12 -   Picture Retake/Make Up, 8-11am  
         PTO Meeting, 6:30pm, Link to join meeting: 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82855931229?pwd=RmhSRUZNYzVGS1JPZ3U1SmUvMVo5dz09  
15-16 - NO SCHOOL 
21 -  School Board Meeting, 6pm, DACS 
 
November  
2 -   NO SCHOOL  
3 -   Election Day, No Meetings or Activities 6:00-8:00 pm 
9 -   Conferences, 4:00-7:00 pm 
        PTO Meeting, 6:30 pm 
11 - Veteran’s Day, no Meetings 6:00-8:00 pm 
12 - Conferences, 4:00-7:00 pm 
16 - School Board Meeting, 6:30 pm, DACS 
25-27 - NO SCHOOL 

 

Please see the attached documents: 
Flu Vaccine contact information for 

Olmsted Medical and 
Mayo Clinic 

https://sites.google.com/byron.k12.mn.us/flextech/home
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82855931229?pwd%3DRmhSRUZNYzVGS1JPZ3U1SmUvMVo5dz09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1601382766718000&usg=AOvVaw1ZXdXkM6Mb9DU7XSSmbf7j


 

 
 
 


